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BANGALORE SAHODAYA SCHOOL COMPLEX 

PRE-BOARD EXAMINATION – 2018 

CLASS  X  

SUBJECT – ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE (CODE 101) 

SET – 1 

TIME – 3 HOURS                                                                          MAXIMUM MARKS-80 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      SECTION –A: READING                                            (20 Marks) 

Q1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

1. Here are the secrets of some of the world's most successful leaders and most voracious 

readers. 

 Someone once asked Buffet about keys to success, and he said "Read 500 pages every day. 

That's how knowledge works. It builds up, like compound interest. All of you can do it, but I 

guarantee not many of you will do it.". How does he do it? It's a top priority. He still allots about 

80% of his day to reading. It's no coincidence that Buffet's bank account is as robust as his 

reading habit. 

2. Tom Corley is the author of "Rich Habits: The Daily Success Habits Of Wealthy Individuals." 

He studied the daily activities of 233 rich people and 128 poor people over 5 years. He found 

that 67 percent of rich people watch TV less than one hour a day. 

3. Mark Cuban reads about 3 hours a day because it gives him a level of comfort and 

confidence in his business. He shares that growing up, he read "every book or magazine I could 

get my hands on because one good idea would pay for the book and could make the difference 

between me making it or not. “I feel like if I put in enough time consuming all the information 

available, particularly with the net making it so readily available, I can get an advantage in any 

technology business," he explains. 

4.  The richest man in the world reads 50 books a year. 

Gates shares that while he can travel anywhere and meets with anyone; reading is still the main 

way that he learns new things and tests his understanding. He always has a book with him 

wherever he goes. 

5.  Elon Musk taught himself to build rockets by reading. The cost to build a rocket were 

prohibitively high, so Musk concluded that he could do it himself after reading how to do it. He 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
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was driven by a specific goal, and a desire to acquire specific knowledge. He didn't stop until he 

learned what he wanted to learn. 

6. Tony Robbins grew up with an alcoholic mother and various abusive fathers. He attributes 

books to saving his life, and shaping him into the leader he is today. Reading. "I took a speed-

reading course and read 700 books in seven years--all on psychology, physiology, anything that 

could make a difference in life." 

Here are some  ways you can make reading one of your daily habits. 

a. Go to the library 

Libraries are making a comeback--Millennials are more likely to use public libraries than any 

GenX or Baby Boomers. Frequenting your local library is an inexpensive way to gain access to 

thousands of books. 

b. Set a timer 

Whether reading for 30 minutes or 3 hours, it's always best to set a timer. That way, you can 

focus on devoting the entire time, free of interruptions, to reading.  

c. Make books easily accessible 

d. Read before bed 

e. Give it three chapters. 

Give every book you read a chance but move on to another book if it's not working for you. 

Successful people tend to be selective and they tend to fixate on reading about other successful 

people and their stories. Perhaps the successes of others are enough to jump-start your lifelong 

reading habit. Good luck!                                                                                                 (531 words) 

1.1 Attempt any eight questions from the following based upon the passage you have read   

                                                                                                                                      (1X8=8)                                                                                                                       

i. What is the secret of Buffet’s success? 

ii. Who authored ‘Rich Habits,’ and how did he write that book?  

iii. What was the finding in ‘Rich Habits’? 

iv. Why does Mark Cuban read daily for 3 hours? 

v. How did Tony Robbins save his life? 

vi. What is the advantage of setting a timer? 

vii. Why do successful people tend to fixate on reading about other successful people? 

viii. How did Eton Musk teach himself to build rockets? 

ix. Which word in paragraph no.5.means the same as ‘excessively’? 

Q2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:                       

1. Even though the New Moon cannot normally be seen from Earth, there is an exception: 2 to 3 

times a year the New Moon phase coincides with the Moon reaching the lunar nodes of its orbit. 

The lunar nodes are the points where the Moon's orbit crosses the ecliptic, which is the path of 

the Sun, seen from Earth. 

http://fortune.com/2017/06/24/millennials-use-public-libraries-more-than-other-generations/
http://fortune.com/2017/06/24/millennials-use-public-libraries-more-than-other-generations/
https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/list-solar.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/list-solar.html


3 
 

2. At these points, the dark New Moon positions itself between Earth and the Sun and blocks 

some of the Sun's rays from reaching some areas on Earth, causing a solar eclipse. The New 

Moon, or at least a part of it, is then visible as a silhouette in front of the Sun. Solar eclipses can 

only happen in the hours around New Moon. Lunar eclipses, on the other hand, only happen 

at Full Moon. 

 3. Most years have 12 New Moons,1 each month. But our calendar is not perfectly 

synchronized with astronomical events. Therefore, every now and then, a year has 13 Full 

Moons. When this happens, at least 1 of those New Moons is a Black Moon. 

4. The Moon orbits Earth counterclockwise on an elliptical path, and the same side of the Moon 

always faces Earth. However, the Moon rocks slightly from north to south and wobbles a little 

from east to west. This motion, known as lunar libration, makes it possible, over time, to see up 

to 58% of the Moon’s surface from Earth, but only 50% at a time. 

5. The point closest to Earth is called perigee and the farthest point is known as apogee. When 

the New Moon is close to the perigee, it is known as a Super New Moon. A Micro New Moon, on 

the other hand, is when it is farthest from Earth, at apogee. It's also known as a Minimoon or a 

Mini New Moon. 

The notion that there is a permanently dark side of the Moon, a side which never sees sunlight, 

is wrong. When the side of the Moon we can see from Earth is dark, the opposite side is lit up, 

and vice versa.                                                                                                                 (273 words) 

2.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer any four of the following questions in 

about 30-40 words each:                                                                                                    (2X4=8)  

i. How is it possible to see New Moon? 

ii. How is solar eclipse caused? 

iii. When do we get a black moon? 

iv. What is lunar libration? 

v. What is Minimoon? 

2.2. On the basis of your reading of the passage, fill in any two of the following blanks with 

appropriate words /phrases                                                                                                (1X2=2) 

i. The point closest to the earth is__________________. 

ii. The side farthest from the Earth is_____________. 

iii. The moon orbits Earth counterclockwise on an __________________. 

2.3. Attempt any two of the following .Find out the words that mean the same as under:          

                                                                                                                                            (1X2=2) 

i. ‘ path’                       (paragraph 1) 

ii. ‘outline’                   (paragraph 2) 

iii. ‘shakes’                  (paragraph 4) 

 

 

 

https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/solar-eclipse-frequency.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/total-lunar-eclipse.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/moon/full-moon.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/gregorian-calendar.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/date/perfect-calendar.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/date/perfect-calendar.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/moon/black-moon.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/moon/distance.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/moon/lunar-perigee-apogee.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/moon/micro-moon.html


4 
 

       

    SECTION B: WRITING AND GRAMMAR                                                        (30 Marks) 

Q3. (a) You are Abhay Singh of 29, Himavarsha Apartments, Andheri West, Mumbai. You are 

visiting Delhi on an official tour for two weeks .Write a letter to the Manager, Hyatt 

Regency,Bikaji Cama Place, New Delhi making an enquiry for hotel reservation.    

                                                                                                   (100-120 words, 8 marks)                                   

OR 

Q3. (b) Your newly –constructed school requires handmade sheets .tie ‘n’ dye cloth, cardboard 

and paper Mache kits for its Activity Room. You are Isha Jain/Ishaan Jain Admin. Officer of 

Saraswathy Public School, 56, Spark Colony, Bengaluru. Write a letter to the Manager/S Priority 

Stores, 34/ 107Infantry Road, Bengaluru placing order for the same.  (100-120 words, 8 marks) 

Q4. Write a short story, in about 200-250 words, with any one set of the cues given in the 

boxes below. Give a suitable title to the story.                                                              (10 marks)  

Revathi was quite excited at the prospect of going for a class excursion .On the way to 
their destination in the middle of the night they were stopped by some police 
men…………………. 

OR 

Sahana’s mother sat with her and talked to her about the overuse of modern gadgets. 
She fully agreed with her mother. But she suddenly thought about her classmates who 
were addicted to these gadgets and neglected their studies ………………………………… 

 

Q5. Fill in any four of the following blanks choosing the most appropriate option from the ones 

given below .Write the answers in your answer-sheet against the correct blank numbers. 

                                                                                                                                            (1X4=4)                                                                                                           

A. Louis Braille was three years old when he (a) _________________his eyesight as result of 

an accident. 

B. His father had a leather workshop .On the day of (b) __________ accident, Louis was playing  

C     (c) ______________his father’s workshop with   

D.    (d) _________nails and needles. 

E. Louise hammered the nails hard (e) ____________they bounced up.  

(a) (i) lose  (ii)  lost   (iii) losing  (iv) will lose  

(b) (i) a   (ii) an   (iii) the   (iv) none of these  

(c) (i) at  (ii) in   (iii) over  (iv) into 

(d) (i) some  (ii) much  (iii) more  (iv) any  

(e) (i)and  (ii)but   (iii)instead  (iv) or  

Q 6. In the following In the following passage one word has been omitted in each line .Write the 

missing word in any four of the given paragraph, along with the word that comes before and the 

word that comes after it in the space provided                                                                   (1X4=4)  

                                                                                        Before               Missing word          After  

India is very fortunate that it many              Eg.                  it                         has                    many 

Rivers like Ganga, Yamuna Narmada.       (a)        _________         _________              _______ 
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Ganga, which has originated the Himalayas  (b)   ________        _________        __________ 

flows throughout year, providing water          (c)    _________      _________        __________   

to millions people                                           (d) __________       __________      __________   

It is also lifeline to millions of Indians             (e) __________        _________      __________ 

Q7. Rearrange any four of the following word clusters to make meaningful sentences.   (1X4=4)  

(a) the origin/can be/ southwest China/of tea /traced to  

(b) it was/ medicinal drink/time/as a /at/used/that  

(c) it was/ as a /recreational/ popularized/during/Tang/drink/dynasty  

(d) gradually spread/ it/and then/to Asian/to the world/countries  

(e) introduced/the British /was/into /by/India /tea  

SECTION C  LITERATURE                                                                   (30 marks)  

Q8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow .Write the answer in 

your answer sheet in one or two lines only.                                                                        (1X4=4)  

(a) “The old man went back slowly to the bench on which he had been accustomed to sit for five 

long years.”  

i. Who is the ‘old man ‘referred to here? 

ii. Why did ‘he’ go back to the bench slowly?  

iii. Why was ‘he’ accustomed to sit on the bench? 

iv. What light does the line throw on ‘the old man’? 

OR 

(b) “Woe to the hand that shed this costly blood!  

Over thy wounds do I prophecy,-- 

Which, like dumb mouths do ope their ruby lips, 

To beg the voice and utterance of my tongue  

A curse shall light upon the limbs of men;  

Domestic fury and fierce civil strife  

Shall cumber all parts of Italy” 

i. Who is the speaker?  

ii. Whose blood is referred to as ‘costly’? 

iii. Explain” which like ----------utterance of my tongue” 

iv. What is the curse that will be inflicted in Italy? 
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Q9. Answer any four of the following Questions in 30-40 words each.                             (2X4=8)  

i. What was the terrible deed done by the Ancient Mariner? Why do you think he did it?  

ii. What were the special touches Patol Babu gave to his role to make it more authentic? 

iii. Why does the poet call the frog heartless? 

iv. Why did John Hallock’s wife decide to leave him? 

v. What was Michael’s theory as to how Sebastian had entered the games?  

Q10.Attempt any one out of the two following long answer type questions in 100-120 words  

                                                                                                                                         (8 marks)  

(a) “He who commits a mistake should bear the burden of his guilt” Substantiate this statement 

with reference to ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’. 

OR 

(b)    “The modern educated man is torn between what the Voice of Education tells him to do 

and his inner Voice of Conscience which tells him to be compassionate and be  at one with 

Nature and the creatures on it” Is the poem  ‘Snake’ a reflection of this sentiment?   

Q11. A.Answer the following question based on the prescribed novel text for extended reading 

in about 200- 250 words.                                                                                                (10 marks)  

The Diary of a Young Girl  

Q11. A. i. Give a character sketch of Anne Frank. 
OR 

Q11. A.ii .The Jews experienced traumatic phases. Describe their psyche during those trying 
times.  

 

OR 

Q11. B. Answer the following question based on the prescribed novel text for extended reading 

in about 200- 250 words.                                                                                                (10 marks) 

The Story of my Life  

Q11.B.i. “Helen Keller is an inspiration for many across the world”. Elucidate. 
 

OR 
 

Q11.B. ii . Anne Sullivan was as remarkable as her student. Elaborate.  

 

 

  


